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IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the paragraphs between page 4, line 24 and page 5, line 20 as follows: 
Radio frequency tissue ablation (RFTA) with the trade name SOMNOPLASTY® 
"Somnoplasty" , has been used to shrink the soft palate, uvula and reduce tongue volume in the 
treatment of snoring and obstructive sleep apnea. SOMNOPLASTY® Somnoplasty utilizes a 
radio frequency tool that generates heat to create coagulative lesions at specific locations within 
the upper airway. The lesions created by the procedure are naturally resorbed in approximately 
three to eight weeks, reducing excess tissue volume and increasing the airway opening. Like 
UPPP and LAUP, more than one session is typically required and it does not address sleep apnea 
resulting from tissues deeper in the throat than the upper airway. 

Another area of surgical interest lies in techniques designed to pull the tongue anteriorly. 
The most recent such surgical system designed to treat snoring (as well as obstructive sleep 
apnea) was approved by the FDA in February 1998. Known as the tongue suspension procedure 
(with the trade name REPOSE® Repose ), it is intended to pull the tongue forward, thereby 
keeping the tongue from falling into the airway during sleep. The system utilizes a bone screw 
inserted into the mandible. The screw attaches to a non-absorbable suture which travels the 
length of the tongue and back. Similarly, the hyoid bone can be drawn anteriorly with two distinct 
screws, also attached to the mandible. 
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